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who have seen Indian washermen (or dhotis) at work can
testify to the remarkable dexterity of their operations. The
dbofas are a very low caste because they handle soiled clothes.
Their meekness, however, is very charming.
As may be imagined, caste regulations vary in different
parts of such an extensive country. In South India caste is
inexorable. Its rules are observed with an almost perfect faith/
fulness. In North India, however, almost the opposite
condition prevails. Assam is outstandingly lax. She had a
strong Mongolian ancestry among whom caste was unknown.
In Kashmir and the NortlvWest Frontier many sacred caste
injunctions are not recognised, while in the Punjab's western
territory tribal rather than caste considerations are important.
Sind is largely Mohammedan in spirit, and its adherence to
caste restrictions is very weak indeed.
Onssa is a curious exception. Here we have an island of
caste in a sea of non/caste. The reason seems to be that
Onssa, like the Basque mountains in Spain, defied modern
developments until quite recently. The railway reached it
only fifty years ago.
Nepal is Hindu to the core, and yet it allows the most
liberal ideas to prevail regarding caste. On marriage, however,
it is adamant. Here there is no shadow of laxity, wedding
ceremonies being rigidly under the Shastras (ancient Hindu
law books).
One of the most picturesque sub^castes is that of the Bhats.
They are people who keep family trees. For a consideration
they will explore families for generations and carefully record
their researches even if the resultant tomes require a bullock
cart to carry them. At births and marriages they are always
present. In certain respects they are like the wandering
minstrels who used to charm the Europe of a bygone age.
They compose poems, and what is more, recite them. These
poems are usually special creations to celebrate particular
family events such as marriages, deaths, coming/o&age cere/
monies, etc. It is a pity that this fascinating race of sycophants